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Dr. Christopher Thornberg is an expert in the study of regional 

economies, real estate dynamics, labor markets and business 

forecasting.  In 2006 he co-founded Beacon Economics, a research 

and consulting firm specializing in analyses of real estate markets, 

local economic development, and public and private policy issues. 

 

Dr. Thornberg has been involved in a number of special studies measuring the impact of 

important events on the economy, including the NAFTA treaty, the California power 

crisis, port security, California water transfer programs and the September 11th terrorist 

attacks.   

 

Prior to launching Beacon he worked with the UCLA Anderson Forecast where he 

regularly authored the outlooks for California, Los Angeles and the East Bay, and 

developed a number of specialized forecasts for regions and industries.   

 

He received his Ph.D in Business Economics from The Anderson School and his B.S. in 

Business Administration from the State University of New York at Buffalo.  Dr. 

Thornberg continues to teach in the MBA program in the new Rady School of Business 

at UCSD and previously held a faculty position in the economics department at Clemson 

University. 
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